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Minutes 
Certified Assayers Foundation of British Columbia  

Advisory Council Meeting 
 
Date:    October 23, 2015 
Location:  Room SW2-158, British Columbia Institute of Technology, 3700 Willingdon Ave., 

Burnaby, BC 
 
Attendees 
Member Role Affiliation Address 
Lawrence Ng Past Chair, Advisory Council SGS Vancouver, BC 

Alice Pang Director, Advisory Council ALS N. Vancouver, BC. 
Paul Morrison Member, Advisory Council BCIT Burnaby, BC. 
Scott Daniels* Secretary, Website Admin. & 

Corporate Memberships 
Teck Metals Trail, BC. 

Alexei Rukhlov* Gov’t Representative  Victoria, BC 
Mac Chaudhry* Chair, Board of Examiners & 

Director 
Retired Victoria, BC 

Gerald Chik Membership –Individual SGS Vancouver, BC 
John Gravel� Treasurer & Director, 

Advisory Council 
Independent 

Vancouver, BC 

Elaine Woo Board of Examiners & Director 
& Scholarships 

BCIT Burnaby, BC. 

Ron Cardinall Chair, Advisory Council LECO Vancouver, BC 
Sean Murry� CMA Representative Anachemia/VWR Vancouver, BC 
John Andrew� Industry Representative New Gold Kamloops, BC 

Ray Lett* Scholarship, Chair  Retired Victoria, BC 
Keith Rogers� Board of Examiners Retired N. Vancouver, BC 
Dave Tye Industry Representative Board of Examiners Langley, BC 

Dan Hicks Guest Sumas Env. Svcs.  

*Participation by call-in conference call 
� Regrets 
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1. Approval of Meeting Agenda 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ron Cardinall at 11:30 AM. The meeting agenda was 
adopted as submitted.  
 

2. Approval of 17-Apr-2015 AGM and Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion by Ron Cardinall; seconded by Lawrence Ng. All approved. 
 

3. Chair’s Report (Ron Cardinall) 
 
Ron noted the sad news of the recent passing of Bill Clifford and Bill’s contribution to both 
the CMA and the BC Assayers Foundation. In Bill’s honor, one of the three annual CMA 
scholarships will be awarded in the name of Bill Clifford Memorial Scholarship. Ron also 
noted the sad news of the recent passing of Eric Hoffman from Activation Laboratories. 
 

4. Fire-Assay Waste Recycling Presentation– Dan Hicks (Sumas Environmental) 

 

This environmental topic has previously been discussed at our meetings, and a road-block 

has existed to the province-wide (or further reaching) collection & recycle of these 

materials:  a central collection company was necessary and had not been identified.  Dan is 

now in contact with the Teck Trail Operations’ Raw Materials group and believes he has a 

plan for collection, storage and delivery to Trail for the recycle of these waste materials 

that in many instances currently go to landfill. Dan presented his business plan proposal in 

the meeting trying to establish further contacts. Currently the challenge is the various lead 

content in slags, cupels & crucibles especially the fluctuation in lead content in the slags 

which can be sample dependent. The overall lead content of the load will need to be in the 

30-40% range in order to be cost effective. While it may not be an issue for the cupels, the 

slag & the crucibles will be containing less lead. Laboratories interested in additional 

information from Sumas Environmental can contact Dan.  

 

Lunch Break at 11:55 pm; meeting resumed 12:30 pm. 
 
BC CERTIFIED ASSAYERS FOUNDATION ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 

5. Follow up on Action Items from Previous Meeting 
  

i. A copy of the existing job description for the scholarship chair and include the 

evaluation criteria in the next meeting for discussion – Lawrence.  

Lawrence has revised the content of the current job description and concluded 

that the content is appropriate. However, the current description is saved as PDF 

file. A Microsoft Word file is needed so that he can update the format to match 

the two other job description on our Website for consistency. Require further 

follow up with Ray L.  

 

ii. Contact TSX to find out their position of the data from portable XRF equipment. – 

Lawrence.  

Not completed; Lawrence to draft the letter.  
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iii. Draft a letter to the BC Provincial government to ensure support for Assayer 

Certification and proposed changes to “The ACT”. – John and Lawrence.  

Not completed ; to be follow up by John & Ron. 

  

iv. To set up a BC Certified Assayers Facebook site. – Gerald.  

Gerald has drafted guidelines for the Facebook site for members to review. 

Action can proceed once we agree on the guidelines. Lawrence suggested adding 

a clause that although we will try our best to manage the content of the site, we 

will not be responsible for any damage resulting from the participation. Gerald 

to update the guideline & send to members for comment prior to next meeting.  

 

v. Met-Solve Analytical to receive an invoice for membership – Scott.  

Completed. 

 

6. Secretary / Corporate Membership Report (Scott Daniels) 
  

i. On 24-July, Scott sent a summary of invoice details for 2015 to John requesting 
an update to assess which invoices had been paid and which were not, for the 
purpose of sending out invoice reminders.  Scott followed up again with John on 
23-September. 
Notes  
Rocklabs ($1,000):  Adrian Garcia will investigate.  
VWR/Anachemia Science ($2,000):  Sean Murry will investigate. 
 

ii. The website has been updated with the scholarship recipients from 2014.  
Awaiting notification from scholarship committee regarding 2015 recipients and 
their photos and biographies.  

 
 

iii. At the Sept-2015 CMA conference, the recent passing of Bill Clifford and Eric 
Hoffman was noted and memorialized.  The CMA approved directing the BC 
Certified Assayers Foundation to dedicate one of the three, annual CMA 
scholarships to be awarded in the name of Bill Clifford. 
 

iv. On receipt from the treasurer of details regarding Foundation invoices that were 
not paid, Scott provided follow-up with thanks to those who paid, and follow-up 
with those who did not. 
 

v. While reviewing the Treasurer’s report with John, prior to inclusion in these draft 
meeting minutes, John recommended that, moving ahead, there be 
communication and agreement with our government representative (Alexei), that 
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Government laboratories be directed to use only laboratories in BC that are “in 
good standing” with paid dues.  We could be more diligent in removing logos at 
our website, www.bcassayer.com, for those laboratories that are not “in good 
standing” with the Foundation. 
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7. Treasurer’s report (John Gravel) 
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Motion by Ron Cardinall; seconded by Lawrence Ng to approve budget. 

 
8. Board of Examiners report (Mac Chaudhry) 

 
13 students wrote the written examination & 5 pass. The practical examination was 
scheduled for June 22-26, 2015; out of the 5 participants 2 pass.  
Next examination date: Jan 23, 2016.  
  

9. BCIT training program report (Elaine Woo) 
 
There are 42 new intakes of students for the first module of the training course & more 
than 100 students participating at various stages of the program. It was estimated that 25% 
of the students are international students including from South America & Europe.  
Gerald suggested that we can post material related to the course (e.g., presentation) on the 
ResearchGate website to promote the course. Elaine to provide Gerald with the presentation 
material.  

 
10. Membership-Individual report (Gerald Chik) 

 
Gerald has already sent a welcome letter to the two new certified assayers and places them 
on our individual members’ list.  

 
11. Scholarship chair’s report (Ray Lett)-presented by Mac 
  

There were 4 applicants for the scholarships this year; a reduction from 15 from the 
previous year. Three CMA & one Assayers Foundation scholarship recipients have all 
received the cheques. We will need biography information from them. One applicant was 
late and was encouraged to re-submit again next year.  
 
Elaine suggested posting the scholarship application notice earlier next year. It was agreed 
that March will be ideal to allow enough time for all potential candidates to apply.  
 
In Bill Clifford’s honor, one of the three annual CMA scholarships will be awarded in the 
name of Bill Clifford Memorial Scholarship; motion by Ron Cardinall; seconded by Lawrence 
Ng & all approved. This is targeted to happen for this year’s scholarships award; Sean Murry 
to draft & provide Scott with a brief biography of Bill Clifford that will be linked to the 
scholarship recipients section of our website.  

 
12. New Business 

  
Officers and directors are as noted in the minutes of the 17-Apr-2015 AGM.  All are now in 
the middle of their 1st year of 2-year terms.   
i. Re-appointment of Mac Chaudhry as Chair of the Board of Examiners for 2 years. 
ii. Re-appointment of Elaine Woo as member of the Board of Examiners for 3 years. 
iii. Appointment of Dave Tye as member of the Board of Examiners for 1 years. 

iv. Ray Lett’s appointment to the Scholarship Committee was for only 1 year.  It is due 

April 2016. Discuss Ray’s reappointment in the next meeting.  

13. Next Meeting 
  
 Next meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2016. 
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14. Summary of Action Items 
   

i. Ray to provide job description in Microsoft Words version; Lawrence to update the 
format of the job description to match existing format for consistency. 

ii. Lawrence to draft a letter to TSX regarding portable XRF equipment.   
iii. John & Ron to draft a letter to the BC Provincial government ensuring support for 

Assayer Certification and proposed changes to “The ACT”. 
iv. Gerald to update the Facebook site user guideline & send to Ron for circulation prior 

to next meeting. 
v. Elaine to provide Gerald with presentation material for program promotion 
vi. Sean Murry to draft & provide Scott with a brief biography of Bill Clifford that will be 

linked to the scholarship recipients section of our website.   
vii. Discuss Ray’s reappointment in the next meeting. 

 


